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CARMEL RIVER STEELHEAD ASSOCIATION
P.C. BOX 1183 « MONTEREY, CALIFORNIA 53640
Septemoer 22} 1999
Mr. Rick Breifpnbach
CALFED Bay-Dplta Program
1416 Ninth Stpeet, Suite 1155 Re: Comments an the Draft Programmatic EIS/EIR
Sacramento, A 95814 CALFED Bay-Dalta Program

Mr. Brettenba

it appears thal much too much cradit is given the restoration of the lowser river and deits habitat as ft
pertains to staplhead, Steelhead spend the vast majority of their life tn the cocl shailow headwater creeks
and in the oceqr. The time they spend in these habiats is measursd in years. The time they spend in the
lower rivers gnd delta 1s measured in hours or days. Il is not {rue that axtensive wetland and riparian
napitst improyement will significantly increase the stsethsad populstion. The big problem is restoring
their access toftheir easential headweter environments and safe access o the ocean. Removal of, or passage
gver dams s gssential. |t was mentionad that passage around dams has not worked well on the Colombia.
The Colombia fjas &5 many 83 8 major dam {0 navigate. Steelhead on the central vailey stream usually have
only one or tw§ dams to deal with. Fish iadders can and do work in California. The Carmel River hasan 85
foot tail dam that has been passing fish since 1921, Borland Tifts pass fish in Europe. Trap and truck
passage can aigp be a solution albeit a poor one. tt must be remembered that smoits alse have to be trapped
and trucks dowsn passed most dams.

if vou insist o sbangdoning the ecosystem approach to steslhead restoration you have 1o create headweter
type environments balow the dams. This means cool water all year every yeer. Either a large thermal
works like Shdsta or at least a syphon that would create a plume of cool water refuge below sach and every
dom. To simujate headwater conditions steelhead need clean gravel tailouts with very few egg and alevin
predatory fishiand birds. Shallow riffles and sdge water habitat must be provided for young steelhesd to
safely rear. OF course juvenile steelhead need the appropriate feasl of invertebrates. It would be much
better and morp effective to provide access to the headwaters.

To better undepstand tne stress on the other major steelhead habital CALFED needs to encourage and fund
an conditions” especially the sffects of high sees gill nets (drifs nets) on steelhead. You
sa that steethead from North Amartca intermix and some have been caught in site of land in
s These high sess catches have included 11 fish from California streams including the
Central Yailey

Another major] problem poorly expiored by the draft document is the South Delta pumgps. Millions of
saimon, stealhgad, smelt, shad, stripped bess and lempray are lost directly and indirectly to thess pumps
every year. {Quring the drought years close to total populations of anaaromous fish were lost to these
pumps which &re powertu) enough to reverse the flow of the river. It appears that inftuence from the San
Joaquin Yalley{and Southern California have preventad a reessessment of these diversions in the CALFED
process. This{is unreasonable and an unacceptabis action by professionals. The blame for the problem
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1ra38 dI8r310ns have causad should ba brought to the attantion of the nihlic. A sniution hag to be found.

not the next drought w11 undo any good CALFED nes done elsawhere

Herg are some possible solutions other than the obvious of not diverting o much water

- Spread the diversions over the delta. Do not divert morg than & 0 10 & of the passing flow from any

one pownt

- Divert only from the surfacs by using a hypalon curtain to force diversions from the tog
of tha wetar column

most 12 inches

= Divert during daylight hours. Steelhsad and many other anadromoius species migrat* mostly during

periods of low light

- Divert in spurts. That 13 3top and stert diversions 5o that the current going toward
only constant current. _

- Divert and store during wintar and peek flows in the spring. Fill San Luls Reservoir eu’*v

- Avold diverLing Qur ing peak smolt migrations 1imes, 18. new moons in spring and falt.
Water conservation 3hou'!d be manaatory.

- Flowing water as wall as the convevance system belong to the people of the State.

- The wastaful usa of water should not be tolerated.

- Lana with high 54t content should not be aHowed 1o be washed with the paonles watar .

- Irrigation ditehes should be required to be Hined and maintained.

- {reigetion shouid be ailowed only at night o seve on evaparation.

khe ocesn is the

=The pricy of water should bs much higher which will cause Users 10 Tind mors ways to corjerve

- The transfer and sale of the States given water rights should be banned.
- Water wastars should be fined or J00se water rights,

- Drip 1rrigation should be required on crops that are suitable, grapes ars ons axample.

- The delte tslands should be atlow to be flooded instead of repai~ing dikes at great ex
could then be pumpsc out to supply agricultural use,

se. The water

A real dalance between rish and wildlile and urban and ag uss neads to accUr  The puthic frust needs resl
support from the responsitle government politicians and managers. The anviranmant shpuid not have to

live on leftovers and waste water. !t should get the water 1t needs when 1t neads it. Never
boast of the water purvevors he that they met all their contracts during the worst dro
history. 1n 50 d0ing thev caused the Sacramento and San Josquin Rivers {0 reverse their

in should the
t in Califormia
. When there
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are shortage }ll users shouild conserve nat just the anviranment.

Th‘a_ praposed goals, vistons, fong and short term obtectives, evan if perfectly executed, will not result in
deitsting steginead unless a way 15 found to get them 1o the headwalers and back again and passed the
destructive dglta pumps

get for adult steelhead return both wild and hatchery produced is far too low. The Sacramento

uin River system 1s second only to the Calumbia in 5128 on the west coast. Steelheed were
not as vaivale to canneries as saimon end thelr runs were more diverse in timing and they are hard to
catch  For ¢ reasons there appears to be no good pro dam record of their abundance. 1t would seem
reasonable td use the Klamath, Columbia, and the Esl as comparable river svstems to determine the
numbar of stdeihead present in the pre dam era.

In order to met the goal of a self sustaining steelheed population in every stream that supported steelhead
populations anhd contain suitebie habitat, virtuaily every headwater perennial stream and river needs to
be restorad. Ramnbow and goiden trout have been ang are still are found 1n these streams. That means not
only did stesthead have access to them but that suitable steelhead hebitat still rematns since the have
virtually the!same spawning and fresh water rearing requirements, This means rastorstion of the whole
o8n Joaquin system. Even the intermittently accessible rivers such as the Kern need a steelhead
restoration pfogram.

Considering the histortc aqult steethead population were probabiltty one million or mors, the gos! of at
least 25 & , 6250 ,000 adult fish) would be appropriste. This may never be obtained unless around
dams and & way 10 gat smolts passed the pumps and diversions is found,

The goal of scresning as diversions and pumps 15 obvious. It is equally tmportant that the screens actuslly
work. That ¥ the design and implamentation is such that fish are not only not lost or demeged at the
diversion butiare not attacked by predators or delayed in their migration. Delay in migration can be fatal.

In restoratioh of steethesd populations the food web on which the depend at all 1ife stages has to be
considered.. The fallure of spawning channels to boost populations as wel! as other efforts below dems can
be traced to gfferences 1n quality and quantity of food items for young fish. Water, cool or not, draining
fram the bottam of 3 reservoir does not contain the same detrilus or invertebrates as the water traysling
through a natgral riffls of a natural stream. |f populations are to be restored below dams artificial feeding
with appropr jata sized 1004 stuffs may be necassary to support naturally spawned poguistions.

in the headwaters situations the spsed of the current, naturs of the substrate, and the temperature of the
water does nog faver many of the pradetors of steeihead that are found below dams. |f restoration is to take
place below gams ali forms of pradators need to be managad Do not think thal temporary cool water is
anough to cogtrol the myriad of predatory fish and birds tn the lower river but not found in the
headwaters where stoeihead evolved

tf CALFED 18
cannct solve g pro

rtous about restoring steelhead & new start is requirad. To paraphrase Albert Einstein, you
ith the same thinking that created the problem in the first place.
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Sincerely,

Roy L. Thom
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